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The DancerÕs Bridge at RetterÕs Academy of Dance 
 
ÒTo be a working dancer, you have to bring that little something extra to the table and being a member of the R&B Professional Company (of The 
DancerÕs Bridge) helped me to do just that! I was exposed to various choreographers and different styles during my tenure in the company. I became 
more versatile - which is essential for any performer.  I have never been labeled as just a Òjazz dancerÓ or Òhip hop dancerÓ and thatÕs due in large 
part to the diverse training I received at the Bridge. The environment is so nurturing and positive. It gave me the confidence to do whatever I wanted 
with my dancing. I couldnÕt help but grow. I was able to go from performing with the L.A. Laker Girls to touring with hip-hop artists such as 
Diddy to dancing on Broadway in the Lion King. Being a member of the R&B Company was the perfect bridge for taking my dancing out of the 
studio and into the professional world.Ó 

                                               -Dameka Hayes, former R & B Scholarship Recipient 
 
Goals/Mission:  
The mission of The DancerÕs Bridge and the R & B Dance Company, established in 1991, is to provide a bridge between the amateur and 
professional world of dance.  Executive/Artistic Directors Darryl Retter and Linda Bernabei-Retter have provided a Òsafe havenÓ for 
dancers at their studio, RetterÕs Academy of Dance, in Los Angeles. For the past 17 years, the R & B Scholarship/ Work Study Program 
has provided education and opportunity for numerous dancers in their first year in Los Angeles.  Former R & B alumni have danced in, 
appeared on, worked with, and/or choreographed for the following: BroadwayÕs Lion King, MTV Music Awards, Beyonce, P. Diddy, Pink, 
DisneyÕs ThatÕs So Raven, DisneyÕs Cory In The House, Hannah Montana, the European tour of Hairspray, and much more. Many past 
members are now teaching on the major dance conventions, giving back to the dance community they so love. 
 
Executive Directors Darryl Retter and Linda Bernabei-Retter are offering a maximum of two (2) Retter-Bernabei  (R&B) Scholarships and 
thirteen (13) Scholarship Work-Study Internships to qualified dancers.  These Scholarships and Internships are valid for one full season at 
RetterÕs Academy of Dance.  Those who wish may re-apply and re-audition for future dance seasons, if they maintain good standing as a 
member of R & B Dance Company. 
 
Program Includes: 

• Classes with Faculty at R.A.D. (RetterÕs Academy of Dance) including Directors Darryl Retter (MusicWorks Unlimited, 
Dance Makers, Inc.) and Linda Bernabei-Retter (Tremaine Conventions)  

• Opportunity to perform in venues in and around the Los Angeles area including the Concert of Love at state-of-the-art 
facility, Countrywide Performing Arts Center at the Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza; receive great footage for reels (5-
camera angle shoot, high budget lighting, etc) 

• Opportunity to perform in front of a Los Angeles Talent Agency  
• Gain experience in one or more of the following areas through Internship:  

 Co-teaching/assistantship, possible teaching 
 Administrative/front office training & experience 
 Personal Assistantship to Directors  
 Knowledge in how to run, manage, and develop a dance studio  
 Assist Master Teachers of R.A.D. staff on national conventions (Tremaine, Dance Makers, Tamjams, Dance 

Masters, etc.) 
 Assist on choreography for Concert of Love, instructional videos, and conventions 
 Assist on-camera for instructional videos produced by Retter Productions and MusicWorks Unlimited 
 Learn how to edit music 

• Opportunity to perform in at least two performances: Deborah BrockusÕ Spectrum and Keith CliftonÕs Friends in Dance 
• Master classes with professional L.A. choreographers and instructors  
• Guidance on developing professional dance resume  
• Advice on developing a new ÒL.A. LookÓ  
• Meetings with R & B Director(s) to help establish and track your goals 
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• Specialty Classes: 
 Headshot Class: Professional photographer teaches industry tricks on getting the most out of your photo 

session 
 Nutrition Class: Guest speaker discusses healthy nutrition and eating disorders 
 Make-up Class: Industry professional make-up artist offers on-stage, on-camera, and headshot make-up 

demonstration and tips 
 Audition Class: L.A. dance agent offers insight on how to make the most of your auditions, both for gigs and 

agent auditions. 
• Additional feedback and support on (based on request and interest): 

o Career goals  
o Performing, technique, and style  
o Becoming a choreographer  
o Teaching; Assisting; Owning a dance studio 

 
Audition & Application:  
Applicants are to complete:  

• Application form (attached) 
• Audition tape:  

o On videotape or DVD, perform two different styles of dance movement, (at least 1 minute in length per piece).  
o Select from jazz, tap, ballet, musical theatre, lyrical, modern, contemporary. (Can be original choreography.) 
o On-camera interview, answering the following questions: (01) What are your goals and dreams? (02) Who are 

your mentors and how have they influenced you in your life and/or in your dance career? 
• Type-written interview answering the following questions: 

o What do you hope to achieve during the scholarship/work-study year? 
o What do you think you can contribute to the R & B Company? 
o What is your greatest strength? 
o What is your greatest weakness? 

• Headshot and Bio 
o Headshot and Bio does not have to be professional at this point.  

• Submit two letters of recommendation: 
o Dance Recommendation (studio director, studio owner, dance teacher, or choreographer) 
o Character Recommendation (excluding parent) 

• Non-refundable $50 application fee must be submitted with audition tape and application form. 
• Submission Deadline: Postmarked by July 15, 2008. Please send to: Retter Productions, Inc. ¥ 5341-A Derry Ave. ¥ 

Agoura Hills, CA ¥ 91301.4510  
• All dancers accepted into the DancerÕs Bridge are required to attend the Company Audition held in early September. This 

audition is not to determine whether or not you will be accepted, but rather, to begin your training and experience in 
auditioning. 

 
Qualifications:  
Minimum age of applicant is 18 years old.  Proficiency in jazz and ballet required.  Experience in tap, lyrical, contemporary, musical theatre, 
modern, and hip-hop is advantageous.  Applicant must have all elements of the audition package complete and must have approval 
signature of one parent or legal guardian.  The Retter-Bernabei Scholarship recipients and the R & B Work-Study Scholarship Interns are 
to fulfill their scholarship obligations by working in the areas defined by the Directors.  These include, but are not limited to:  

o Facilities Cleaning 
o Co-teaching/assisting classes 
o Administrative and/or front office reception 
o Personal Assistantship to Directors 
o Administrative assistance with Stagewear L.A. Costume Collection 

 
There will be a 3-month trial period and bi-annual evaluation for all recipients/interns in the following areas of their scholarship: 

o As an individual scholarship recipient or work-study intern 
o As a company member and team player 
o In their assigned areas of obligation 
o Director reserves the right to dismiss any dancer due to behavioral issues, poor attitude, poor attendance, or 

any misinformation supplied on application form. 
 

Darryl Retter and Linda Bernabei Retter underwrite all scholarships and work-study internships. 
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